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The first hit man came after me at home, which should be against the rules. Then there was a

second, and a third. Eventually, I found out that the word on the street was that Anita Blake,

preternatural expert and vampire killer extraordinaire, was worth half a million dollars. Dead, not

alive. So what's a girl to do but turn to the men in her life for help? Which in my case means an

alpha werewolf and a master vampire. With professional killers on your trail, it's not a bad idea to

have as much protection as possible, human or otherwise. But I'm beginning to wonder if two

monsters are better than one ... --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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I'm quickly making my way through the Anita Blake series. Any of these novels is a winner on its

own, but you'll miss so much if you don't start at the beginning (GUILTY PLEASURES). DANCE, in

my humble opinion, is the best book thus far in the series. The main characters (Anita, Jean-Claude,

Richard, Edward) are much more developed, the relationships between them all are so well written

that you start to feel like you know them. In DANCE, Anita faces the realization that a mysterious

"money man" has put out a huge contract for her death. With the help of her friends (and I use that

term for lack of a better word for these complex characters), she battles her way through

shapeshifters, shooters, makers of shapeshifter-porno movies, vamps, psychopaths and cops. And

then things get strange.... Forever undaunted, Anita arms herself to the teeth to protect her life as

well as the "lives" of the men/undead/werewolf that she loves.DANCE also brings Anita to some



decisions regarding her feelings for Jean-Claude, the seductive Master Vampire of the City, and

Richard, the potential alpha male of the local werewolf pack. Who will she choose? Will she tell

them both to take a hike? How will she reconcile her own ambiguous feelings about what it means

to be a monster and what it means to be in love?All in all, this entire series is a great ride. Anita

narrates each story. She's petite, she's pretty, she's tough. She doesn't need to be rescued

because she's typically the one doing the rescuing! She's a necromancer with incredible powers,

and these powers are more developed in DANCE through her relationship with Jean-Claude and

Richard. Laurell Hamilton introduces new characters and brings in some old ones from prior novels.
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